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	Course Description 
	Aims and Objectives of the Course 
The course is introductory by nature and is aimed at non-specialists. On completion of the course, the students should be familiar with the major developments throughout the history of political thought; the role, place, methods and scope of political science within the context of other social sciences and humanities; goals, mechanism and institutions of domestic and foreign policy of a state. 
Course Structure: the course contains three modules focused on the following topics: history of political thought, political science as academic discipline, and foreign and domestic policies of state respectively. 
Learning Outcomes for the Course: 
On completion of the 1st Module, the students should be able:
·  to distinguish between the major stages in the history of political thought throughout the Antiquity and Classical Age, Middle Ages, Renaissance and Enlightenment, 19th, 20th and 21st Centuries;
· compare and contrast the main features of pre-modern and modern political thinking.
On completion of the 2nd Module, the students should be able 
· to locate political science as within other academic disciplines; to trace its origin and establishment; to be aware of its scope, focus and methodology 
· to have basic skills of application of the qualitative and quantitative research methods in political science; 
· to form and articulate an opinion of the nature of politics, power and political actors;
· to differentiate between main political ideologies, i.e. conservatism, liberalism, socialism, nationalism;
On completion of the 3d Module, the students should be able:
· to form and articulate an opinion of the nature of state and differentiate between various political systems and regimes;
· to know the main functions and powers of the three branches of government: legislative and judicial, and executive 
· - to outline the main methods and goals of domestic and foreign policy of a state. 

	Essential Reading: 
	· Rawls, J. (2008). Lectures on the history of political philosophy. Harvard University Press. Rhodes, 
· R. A., Binder, S. A., & Rockman, B. A. (Eds.). (2008). The Oxford handbook of political institutions. Oxford University Press.
· Dryzek, J. S., Honig, B., & Phillips, A. (Eds.). (2008). The Oxford handbook of political theory (Vol. 1). Oxford University Press. 
· Ball, T., & Bellamy, R. (Eds.). (2003). The Cambridge history of twentieth-century political thought. Cambridge University Press. 
· Weingast, B. R., & Wittman, D. (Eds.). (2008). The Oxford handbook of political economy. 
· Solt ,R. (2004). The Handbooks of Moral and Political Philosophy (2)
· Solt ,R. (2004). The Handbooks of Moral and Political Philosophy (5).
· Goodin, Robert E. The Oxford handbook of comparative politics. Vol. 4. Oxford Handbooks of Political, 2007.
· Kumar, R. (2019). Research methodology: A step-by-step guide for beginners. Sage Publications Limited. 
· Jackson, F., & Smith, M. (Eds.). (2005). The Oxford handbook of contemporary philosophy. Oxford University Press.
· Laskar, M. (2013). Summary of social contract theory by Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau. Locke and Rousseau (April 4, 2013).
· Özkirimli, U. (Ed.). (2003). Nationalism and its Futures. Palgrave Macmillan. 
· Alexander, J. (2015). The major ideologies of liberalism, socialism and conservatism. Political Studies, 63(5), 980-994.
· Russell, B. (2013). History of western philosophy: Collectors edition. Routledge

	Useful Internet Resources

	STANFORD ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PHILOSOPHY
https://plato.stanford.edu 

HISTORY OF IDEAS. BBC radio 4 series: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04bwydw 

IN OUR TIME is one of BBC Radio 4's most successful discussion programmes presented by Melvyn Bragg, its 808 episodes have been aired and the series attracts a weekly audience exceeding two million listeners: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2Dw1c7rxs6DmyK0pMRwpMq1/archive 

HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY WITHOUT ANY GAPS (podcasts): Peter Adamson, Professor of Philosophy at the LMU in Munich and at King's College London, takes listeners through the history of philosophy, "without any gaps." The series looks at the ideas, lives and historical context of the major philosophers as well as the lesser-known figures of the tradition including, Classics, Medieval Europe, Islamic World, India and others: https://historyofphilosophy.net/all-episodes

INVENTING CIVILIZATIONS You Tube educational channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwbMKtQDvISi3DCoQgslang 

POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY YouTube educational channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAMNEnixjT-RO9KiDb3E2iw 
 



Academic Calendar 
	Week 
	Topics and Activities 
	Duration (hours)
	Max 

	1
	Lecture 1: Course Introduction 
	1 (50 min)
	10

	Module 1 Political Thought throughout the History

	2
	Lecture 2: Antiquity and Classics; Middle Ages  
	1 (50 min)
	10

	3
	Lecture 3: Renaissance and Enlightenment 
	1 (50 min)
	10

	4
	Lecture 4: 19th Century  
	1 (50 min)
	10

	5
	Lecture 5: 20th and 21st Centuries 
	1 (50 min)
	10

	4-5
	Seminar 1: History of Political Thought: Revision 
	1 (50 min)
	25

	5
	Individual Assignment 1. Essay: Compare and Contrast the Main Features of Pre-modern and Modern Political Thinking
	
	25

	Mid-term Evaluation (100 maximum)

	Module 2: Political Science as Academic Discipline 

	6
	Lecture 6: Political Science as Academic Discipline: Origin and Establishment, Scope, Focus and Methodology.
	1 (50 min)
	10

	7
	Lecture 7: Political Science: Qualitative Research Methods 
	1 (50 min)
	10

	7
	Seminar 2: Political Science vs Political Philosophy 
	
	10

	8
	Lecture 8: Political Science: Quantitative Research Methods 
	1 (50 min)
	10

	9
	Seminar 3: research methods and research questions: feasibility and rationale 
	
	10

	9
	Lecture 9: Political Science: nature of politics, power and political actors 
	1 (50 min)
	10

	10
	Lecture 10: Political Ideologies (conservatism, liberalism, socialism, nationalism)
	1 (50 min)
	10

	[bookmark: _GoBack]11
	Seminar 4: Political Ideologies and Political Spectrum 
	1 (50 min)
	10

	10
	Individual Assignment 2. Research Practice: locate your fellow students within the political sacrum; use qualitative and quantitative methods of your choice
	
	20

	Mid-term Evaluation (100 maximum)

	Module 3: State: Institutions and Practices

	11
	Lecture 11: State: Political Systems and Regimes 
	1 (50 min)
	10

	12
	Lecture 12: State: Legislative and Judicial Branches of Government 
	1 (50 min)
	10

	13
	Lecture 13: State: Executive Branch of Government 
	1 (50 min)
	10

	12-13
	Seminar 5: Political Regimes: SWOT Analysis 
	1 (50 min)
	25

	14
	Lecture 14: State: institutions methods and goals of domestic policy 
	1 (50 min)
	10

	15
	Lecture 15: State: institutions, methods and goals of foreign policy 
	1 (50 min)
	10

	15
	Group Project. Prepare Oral Presentation (PPP slides) on State X: its political system; political regime; legislative, executive and judicial branches of government 
	
	25

	Mid-term Evaluation (100 maximum)

	Final Examination (100 maximum)



